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Questions of the day
� How many languages are there today?

� How can we know?

� Why should we care?

� Where is the greatest linguistic diversity?
� Which states have many languages, which states have few? Why? 

� Why are there so many languages in the world?

� Is linguistic diversity a good thing?

� What languages areYOU interested in?



How many languages?

Ethnologue (www.ethnologue.org)  

edition number of lgs

2014 7106

2009 6906

1996 6703

2050 ?



Imagine 6906 languages…



http://www.verbix.com/maps/where-do-they-speak/

Are these all „real” languages? Or „just dialects”?



Which states show great linguistic diversity??



„Amorphic map” at languagesindanger.eu



The big and the small

http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/lang
hotspots/globaltrends.html



http://en.flossmanuals.net/open-translation-tools/ch004_why-translate/



Where to find information about the 

world’s (endangered) languages

� Lewis, M. Paul, Simons, Gary F. & Fennig, Charles D. (eds.). 
2014. Ethnologue. Languages of the world. 17th edition. Dallas, 
Texas: SIL International. Online version. 
www.ethnologue.org

� UNESCO Interactive Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger. 
http://www.unesco.org/culture/languages-atlas/ (English, 
French, Spanish)

� Endangered Languages at: 
http://www.endangeredlanguages.com/ (English, Spanish, 
French, German, Portuguese, Russian, Chinese)



� Languages in Danger at: www.languagesindanger.eu (in 
English, Polish, German, Hungarian)

� SOROSORO at: http://www.sorosoro.org/ (in French, 
English, and Spanish)

� EnduringVoices at: 
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/enduring-
voices/

HOMEWORK: explore one of these sites and be ready to talk 
about it (shortly) next week!


