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Kalmyk
•Names: Kalmyk, Kalmuk, Kalmuck, 

Kalmack, Qalmag, Kalmystskii, 

Jazyk…

•Language Family: Oirat (Mongolia)



Territory: Kalmukia





�Other languages: Russian

�Number of speakers: 80,500 in Russian (2010). 
Population total all countries: 360,500.

http://www.ethnologue.com/17/language/xal/

�Status: 91% speak it as L1. A few children learn 
the language. Tibetan is religious language. Also 
use Russian

�Writing: Cyrillic script,  adopted in 1924, used 
in Russia and Mongolia. Mongolian script . Todo
style, used in China.

�Structure:





•Variation: The Kalmyk-Oirat Clear Script is written in 

vertical columns running from top to bottom and left to 

right. Each letter has a different shape depending where 

it appears in a word, and special letters are used for 

combinations of some letters. 



�Grammar and diccionaries: (Sources)

�History language: Its decline as a living language 

began after the Kalmyk people were deported en 
masse from their homeland in December 1943, as 
punishment for limited Kalmyk collaboration with the 
Nazis. In 1957, the Soviet government reinstated the 
Kalmyk Autonomous Oblast and later reestablished 
the Autonomous Republic of Kalmykia. The Kalmyk 
people were permitted to return to the Republic in 
1957, 14 years after exile. The Russian language, 
however, was made the official language of the 
Republic, and Sovietization was imposed on the 
Kalmyk people, leading to drastic cuts in Kalmyk 
language education. During Perestroika the language 
was made official and revival started.



�Education: Kalmyk State University
(http://www.kalmsu.ru/)

�Why endangered? Russia, wars…

�Intergenerational Language Transmission: 4 (First
language)

�Proportion of speakers: 3 (A mayority)

�Domains and use: 3 (Many functions)

�New Domains: 3(Few domains)

�WrittenMaterials: 5 (Used in University)

�Official attitudes: 4 (Use Prestigius)

� Community members attitude: 4 (Most members
support)
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