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Basic information:

Based on Albanian Tosk
Indo-European language
Mainly a spoken language

Has been written in both the Greek and the
Latin alphabet (rarely written)

Non-official minority language

Number of speakers: 50.000
(Unesco/Ethnologue 2007)



Other languages used in the speech
community:

Cappadocian Greek
Megleno-Romanian
Aromanian

Gagauz

Corfiot Italkian
Tsakonian

GREEK
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Variation and standardization

e Arvanitika is a language

 There is no standard variety

* There are many different dialects
Most important:

Northwestern Arvanitika
South Central Arvanitika
Thracean Arvanitika



History

Arvanites originated from Albanian

Speakers migrated to Greece between 13th
and 16th century

The name of the language comes from the
Albanian region Arbena

Arvanites had been assimilated into Greek
culture

Today they self-identify as Greeks



Domains/Education/Documentation
of the language

It is spoken only among the older generations
at home or on encounters (it is not being
transmitted to children)

There are no Arvanitic schools/The language is
not used in schools

There are no Arvanitic grammar books
It has rarely been written
There are some Greek-Arvanitic dictionaries



Endangerement

Overall grade of endangerment/vitality
according to the UNESCO Atlas of the World’s
Languages in Danger : Severely endangered

Proportion of speakers within the overall
population : 2- Severely endangered

Intergenerational language transmission :
2- Severely endangered

(Shifts in) Domains of language use: 1- Highly
limited domain



Response to new domains and media:
0- inactive

Availability of material for language education
and literacy : 1 - A practical orthography is
known to the community and some material
is being written

Governmental and institutional attitudes and
policies: 1 - forced assimilation

Community members’ attitude: 2 - Only a few
members support language maintenance;
others are indifferent or may even support
language losses



Why the language has become
endangered

Due to:
e |anguage shift towards Greek

e political repression

e community’s negative attitude towards
Arvanitic



Arvanitic alphabets and pronunciation

Latin alphabet for Arvanitic

Aa Bb Cc C¢ Dd Dhdh Ee Eé Ff Gg

a be cé ce de dhé e e fe ge
[a~a] [b] (] [§] (d] (8] [e] [ew] [f]  [g]

Gig Hh Hihy It J; Kk LI LIj LI Mm
ge he e i ke B g e me

(¢1 IxIIxI [0 OF [« [ AL [yl [m]
Nn Ny Oo Pp Qq Rr Rrrr Ss Shsh Tt

ne nje 0 pe qe e me se she te

(ol [d tel fel ) IO sl 1 [t]
Thth Uu Vv Xx Xhxh Yy Zz Zhzh

the u Ve Xe xhe y zZé zhe

(6] (vl [vI (@] (& [yl [z2] (3]



Greek alphabet for Arvanitic

Ao Bf bBb Ty Tjyy Ad Dd Ee Ee ZC
a v be g¢ gé  dne  dé e 6z
(a~a] [v] [e] (o] [y} [d8] [d]  [e] [ev] [z]
Z, 00 I. Jj Kz K# Al AAM AL My
zhe the i je ke ke le lle lje me
(31 [e] 01 @Ol [k} [kl Q) [yl [A] [m]
Nv Nv Oo Iz Po P¢ 30 36 Tr 88
ne nje 0 pé e mé sé she te u

(n] [l (o) [pl {r] [)]  [s] [ty [u]
Yv ¢ Xy X§ TZtw TS DEdo DS do
y fé he hje ce ce Xe xhé

yl il [xk[x] [s] [g] [dz]  [a]



Sample text (Lord's Prayer)

Afi jné a8 j6é ndé qiéjet ushénjtéroft émeri jt
arthté mbéretéria jote: ubéfteé dashurimi yt,

s ndé qiel edhe mbé dhet

bukéné toné té pérditéshimen' ep-na neve sot;
edne fall-na fajeté tona

sikundré edhe neve ua fallme fajtorévet tané:
edhe mos na shtiér ndé ngasie, po shpéto-na nga | jigu

sepse Jotia éshté mberetéria e fuqia e javdia nde jetét té jetévet




Sources:

http://www.ethnologue.com/language/aat
http://www.unesco.org/languages-atlas/index.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arvanitika

http://www.hellasforce.com/blog/ EAAnvec-apBavitec-
Kal-aABavoil-6uo-Aao/

http://www.oocities.org/tuki8eblom/arvanites.html

http://www.glossesweb.com/2010/09/blog-
post 1804.html

http://www.mixanitouxronou.gr/ti-diafora-echoun-i-
arvanites-tis-elladas-apo-tous-alvanous-pote-
katevikan-stin-elladiko-choro-ke-giati-o-berisa-tous-
apokalese-lanthasmena-mionotita/

http://arvanitis.eu/

http://www.albanianlanguage.net/dialects/GR/index.h
tml




