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Basic information:
• Based on Albanian Tosk

• Indo-European language

• Mainly a spoken language

• Has been written in both the Greek and the 

Latin alphabet (rarely written)

• Non-official minority language

• Number of speakers: 50.000 

(Unesco/Ethnologue 2007)



Other languages used in the speech 

community:

• Cappadocian Greek

• Megleno-Romanian

• Aromanian

• Gagauz 

• Corfiot Italkian

• Tsakonian

• GREEK





Variation and standardization

• Arvanitika is a language

• There is no standard variety 

• There are many different dialects

Most important:

Northwestern Arvanitika

South Central Arvanitika

Thracean Arvanitika



History

• Arvanites originated from Albanian

• Speakers migrated to Greece between 13th 

and 16th century

• The name of the language comes from the 

Albanian region Arbena

• Arvanites had been assimilated into Greek 

culture

• Today they self-identify as Greeks



Domains/Education/Documentation 

of the language

• It is spoken only among the older generations 

at home or on encounters (it is not being 

transmitted to children)

• There are no Arvanitic schools/The language is 

not used in schools

• There are no Arvanitic grammar books 

• It has rarely been written

• There are some Greek-Arvanitic dictionaries



Endangerement

• Overall grade of endangerment/vitality 
according to the UNESCO Atlas of the World’s 
Languages in Danger : Severely endangered

• Proportion of speakers within the overall 
population : 2- Severely endangered

• Intergenerational language transmission : 

2- Severely endangered

• (Shifts in) Domains of language use: 1- Highly 
limited domain



• Response to new domains and media: 

0- inactive

• Availability of material for language education 
and literacy : 1 - A practical orthography is 
known to the community and some material 
is being written

• Governmental and institutional attitudes and 
policies: 1 - forced assimilation

• Community members’ attitude: 2 - Only a few
members support language maintenance; 
others are indifferent or may even support 
language losses



Why the language has become 

endangered 

Due to:

• language shift towards Greek

• political repression

• community’s negative attitude towards

Arvanitic
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